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Did that contract have to be no bid?
What made the wife of the nephew of
the Governor, who is a former RNC
chairman, who just also happens to
have been a Republican Party activist,
what made her the most qualified? Co-
incidentally? Coincidentally? Oh, gee,
she just happens to be related to the
Governor of Mississippi, who is the
former RNC chairman and who hap-
pened to get a no-bid contract, 10 no-
bid contracts for services that I would
not deem emergency, that needed to
not take the time we would like to re-
quire in terms of accountability for re-
viewing contracts and making sure it
goes to the responsible bidder, the per-
son who is going to provide that serv-
ice in the most economical way.

I know we are coming in on our last
few minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We have a few
minutes, but the majority treats gov-
ernment like it is their own personal
sandbox.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Yes,
like it is their piggy bank.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Exactly. And they
can do whatever they want to do, take
care of their friends, and do it using
the taxpayers’ dollars.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. And,
Mr. RYAN, if we could point to some of
these things and they could justifiably
say these are anomalies, these are out-
landish things that only happen on oc-
casion, but, look: pages and pages.
Look how thick this notebook is. I am
not making this up.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, you have local
contractors. You have local contrac-
tors that are saying they are not get-
ting work. They are saying they are
not getting work.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. They
do not have the connections. That is
why they are not getting the work.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. They are not
getting the work.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And the workers
are not getting the prevailing wage.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. But, mean-
while, say it again before we close.
Just read what you read about the con-
tracts, just in case some Member went
and picked up some coffee or some-
thing.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. The
wife of the nephew of the Republican
Governor of Mississippi, former RNC
chairman, $6.4 million in contracts, 10
separate contracts from FEMA and the
GSA that were no-bid, for services like
providing laundry equipment, deliv-
ering tents, and maintaining showers
for relief workers.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Wait a minute. I
think you guys are being a little hard
on the Governor here, because his press
secretary says that ‘‘the Governor had
no knowledge whatsoever of Rose-
mary’s receiving that contract.”

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. RYAN, just
stop.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. No, I think you
are being a little hard on him. His
press secretary, KENDRICK, said he did
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not know anything about it. Are you
saying you do not believe him?

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Just because
he says it, does not mean it is true.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. You are saying
you do not believe him.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. No, we
are saying there is a continuation of
the culture of cronyism and corrup-
tion, and it is time to give government
back to the people. And that is what
we want to do next year, give govern-
ment back to the people; make sure
government can be responsive to the
people’s needs and provide for the
needs of the people who need the most
help.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And time and
time again you have the act itself, ev-
erybody knows what is happening, and
then you have the press secretary come
out, just like the White House press
secretary said Scooter Libby did not
know anything. Karl Rove did not
know anything. No one knew anything,
but the facts say something completely
different, Mr. MEEK.

And it is a shame that this culture of
corruption, cronyism, and incom-
petence is so pervasive throughout the
United States Congress and our govern-
ment.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Before you
give the Web site out, Mr. RYAN, I want
to say that for every time we have
pointed out a culture of corruption and
cronyism and incompetence, they are
still at work doing it.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. We can
do better.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. That is the sad
part.

Mr. DELAHUNT. We can do it to-
gether.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Together America
can do better and a stronger America
begins right here at home.

30somethingdems@mail.house.gov.

Thirty, the number,
somethingdems@mail.house.gov.

Thank you, Mr. DELAHUNT, Mr.
PALLONE, Mr. MEEK, and Ms.

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. BLUNT) for the
week of December 6 on account of med-
ical reasons.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (at the
request of Mr. BLUNT) for today after
3:00 p.m. and the balance of the week
on account of attending a funeral.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.
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Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. WYNN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, for 5
minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GUTKNECHT) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today
and December 8.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, December
14.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

——
SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 52. An act to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey a parcel of real property
to Beaver County, Utah.

S. 136. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to provide supplemental funding
and other services that are necessary to as-
sist certain local school districts in the
State of California in providing educational
services for students attending schools lo-
cated within Yosemite National Park, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to ad-
just the boundaries of the Golden Gate Na-
tional Recreation Area, to adjust the bound-
aries of Redwood National Park, and for
other purposes.

S. 212. An act to amend the Valles Caldera
Preservation Act to improve the preserva-
tion of the Valles Caldera, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 279. An act to amend the Act of June 7,
1924, to provide for the exercise of criminal
jurisdiction.

S. 1886. An act to authorize the transfer of
naval vessels to certain foreign recipients.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 6 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, December 8, 2005, at
10 a.m.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
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faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 109th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

JOHN CAMPBELL, California, Forty-
eighth.
————
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5510. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Legislative and Regulatory Activi-
ties Division, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
One-Year Post-Employment Restrictions for
Senior Examiners [Docket No. 05-19] (RIN:
1557-AC94) received November 22, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

5511. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Legislative and Regulatory Activi-
ties Division, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Assessment of Fees [Docket No. 05-20] (RIN:
1557-AC96) received November 22, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

5512. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Legislative and Regulatory Activi-
ties Division, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Fair Credit Reporting Medical Information
Regulations [Docket No. 05-18] (RIN: 1557-
ACB85) received November 28, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

55613. A letter from the Legal Information
Assistant, Office of Thrift Supervision, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — One-Year Post-
Employment Restrictions for Senior Exam-
iners [No. 2005-48] (RIN: 1550-AB99) received
November 17, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

5514. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report entitled, ‘‘Report to Congress
on Energy Savings Performance Contracts,”’
as required by section 1090 of the Ronald W.
Reagan National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2005; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

5515. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Food
and Drug Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Medical De-
vices; Immunology and Microbiology De-
vices; Classification of Cystic Fibrosis
Transmembrane Conductance Regulator
Gene Mutation Detection System [Docket
No. 2005P-0397] received November 14, 2005,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

5516. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Food
and Drug Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Public Infor-
mation Regulations [Docket No. 2004N-0214]
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Recceived August 4, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

5617. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Prevailing Rate Systems;
Redefinition of the Adams-Denver, CO, Non-
appropriated Fund Wage Area (RIN: 3206-
AK91) received November 18, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Government Reform.

5518. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Prevailing Rate Systems;
Change in the Survey Cycle for the
Harrision, Mississippi, Nonappropriated
Fund Federal Wage System Wage Area (RIN:
3206-AK96) received November 18, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Government Reform.

5519. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Solicitation of Federal Ci-
vilian and Uniformed Service Personnel for
Contributions to Private Voluntary Organi-
zations — Sanctions Compliance Certifi-
cation (RIN: 3206-AKT71) received November
18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Government Reform.

5520. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Department of Defense
Human Resources Management and Labor
Relations Systems (RIN: 3206-AK76) (RIN:
0790-AH82) received November 8, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Government Reform.

55621. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the 2004 annual
report of the National Center for Preserva-
tion Technology and Training (National Cen-
ter), pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.; to the
Committee on Resources.

5522. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Quota
Transfer [Docket No. 041110317-4364-02; I.D.
0563105F] received November 24, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

5523. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
Fisheries; Suspension of Minimum Atlantic
Surfclam Size Limit for Fishing Year 2006
[Docket No. 031015257-3308-02; I.D. 101705B] re-
ceived November 14, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources.

5524. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Comprehensive
Amendment to the Fishery Management
Plans of the U.S. Caribbean [Docket No.
050729208-5267-02; I.D. 060805B] (RIN: 0648-
AP51) received November 14, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

55625. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States and
in the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Spiny Dogfish; Open Ac-
cess; Routine Management Measure; Closure
Authority [Docket No. 050302053-5120-03; I.D.
042605G] (RIN: 0648-AT38) received November
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18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Resources.

5526. A letter from the Acting Deputy As-
sistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, NMFS, National Oceanic and
Atmosperhic Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act Provisions; Fishery of the North-
eastern United States; Extension of Emer-
gency Fishery Closure Due to the Presence
of the Toxin That Causes Paralytic Shellfish
Poisoning [Docket No. 050613158-5237-02; I.D.
090105A]1 (RIN: 0648-AT48) received November
18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Resources.

5527. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act Provisions; Fish-
eries of the Northeastern United States;
Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Closure of
the Eastern U.S./Canada Area and the East-
ern U.S./Canada Haddock Special Access Pro-
gram Pilot Program [Docket No. 040804229-
4300-02; I.D. 081705H] received November 18,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Resources.

5528. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmosperhic Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery [Docket
No. 051028281-5281-01; I.D. 101705C] (RIN: 0648-
AT99) received November 18, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

5529. A letter from the National President,
American Gold Star Mothers, Incorporated,
transmitting the organization’s report and
financial audit for the years ending June 30,
2005 and 2004, pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 1101(63)
and 1103; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

5530. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Works, Department of the Army,
transmitting the Department’s review and
recommendation on the Louisiana Coastal
Area (LCA), Louisiana, Ecosystem Restora-
tion Program Report (the LCA study report)
produced by the Army Corps of Engineers in
December 2004; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

55631. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Management and Chief Financial Officer,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting in
accordance with Section 645(a) of Division F
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, FY
2004, Pub. L. 108-199, a report of the amount
of acquisitions made by the Department
from entities that manufacture articles, ma-
terials, or supplies outside the United States
in Fiscal Year 2004; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

5632. A letter from the Administrator,
AMS, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Milk in
the Arizona-Las Vegas Marketing Area;
Order Amending the Order [Docket No. AO-
271-A37; DA-03-04-A] received November 29,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

5533. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of Employment Training, Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — State Accomplishment of Perform-
ance Goals for Trade Adjustment Assistance
(TAA) and North America Free Trade Agree-
ment Transitional Adjustment Assistance
(NAFTA-TAA) Participants — received No-
vember 29, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

5534. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
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